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New Covid-19
infections identified
through the UCTP

EDITORIAL

INFOGRAPHICS AT SOUTH
CHINA MORNING POST

Keith Tam

As Hong Kong’s English-language
newspaper of record, South China
Morning Post’s origins date back to the
Qing Dynasty with 117 years of history.

The use of infographics at SCMP began in 2011. In just
nine years, large-scale infographics have gained prominence
in the newspaper’s journalistic approach, from the use of
graphics as a supplementary aid to help readers understand
select aspects of news stories, to the use of singular full-page
or full-spread infographics-driven stories. This has blurred

Hong Kong launched its one-off voluntary Universal Community Testing Programme

(UCTP) on September 1,2020. The fortnight plan was a bid to cut off silent chains
of transmission. Logistically complex and expensive, UCTP only uncovered a few

g

8 Founded by Tse Hsan Tai and Alfred the boundaries between traditional journalism and graphic
2 . . . design. The role of the infographics team evolved from an

= oz Cunningham, the first issue of the cestg 2 graph ,
3 i art department” in the conventional sense to a bona fide
South China Mor ning Post (S CM P) was “visual journalism” team, not only taking charge of the produc-

. ion of hics. but i ine th h. writi .
pu blished on 6 November 1903. non. of grap 1cs,. ut integrating the re.sear? , writing, efhtln.g,
design, production as well as technical implementation in
their workflow. Indeed, SCMP’s infographic designers share
the same status as journalists, credited and featured prominently in news articles. The outstanding

1,783,000

s work of the international, multi-skilled team has garnered a multitude of prestigious international

Hong Kang population
registered for the UCTP

awards for their visual journalism.

The diversity of backgrounds among SCMP’s infographics team is manifested in the diversity
of styles that one can see in SCMP’s visual journalism. Instead of a fixed “house style” that is usually
apparent in many major international newspapers such as The New York Times, SCMP celebrates the
diverse approaches and constantly reinvents itself based on the nature and communication needs of
a given article. Sometimes editorial illustration and data-driven graphics become indistinguishable. The
common goal here is to tell a story, pulling in whatever media and techniques needed to communicate
to the readers.

Since the proliferation of smartphones in 2007, the way in which news is experienced by readers
has shifted tremendously, and so has the use of infographics. SCMP adopts a hybrid publishing approach,
integrating print, desktop, and mobile user experiences. Infographics are produced to respond to the
characteristics of these environments, taking into account reading behaviour, viewport size, resolution,
as well as interactive potential. The shift from the static display of information on a printed page with

oL0el an ample canvas to the dynamic display of constantly updated data in a small viewport is gaining

7,509,200

Total population
in Hong Kong

traction at SCMP, particularly with reporting situations that are constantly evolving, such as the Covid-19
pandemic. The addition of developers to the infographics team enables the seamless integration of
dynamic data feeds into the display of information in a timely manner.

In June 2020, Keith Tam and three information design students from the Hong Kong Design
Institute met with SCMP’s infographics team to find out about their approach to editorial infographics,

Hong Kong’s
free Covid-19
mass test in context

particularly in the use of graphic language for storytelling, their design process, as well as the interplay

Hong Kong’s Free Covid-19 Mass Test in Context

South China Morning Post (2020)
Kaliz Lee, Gigi Choy, Dennis Wong, Darren Long

between print, digital, static, and dynamic formats for editorial infographics.

028 Hong Kong launched its one-off voluntary Universal Community Testing Programme (UCTP) on
September 1, 2020. The scheme was a hid to cut off silent chains of transmission, and participation
/ was free [or residents, It ran for a fortnight and cost the authorities about HK$530 million.
Asea in detalt
029 By Kaliz Lee kallzleegscmp.comn

Source: Government figures, Johns Hopkins Unfversity Note: Warfdwide and US figures as of September 30, 2020 Kaliz Lee, Dennls Wong. Glgl Chay ant Darren Long / SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST



On visual language

01 Are there any trends in infographics?
Has it evolved over the years?

Adolfo | feel that the relevance and the reach of

Arranz (AA) our work have been getting a different

status. | remember around 10 years ago when | started
working in infographics, we used to solve immediate
problems with small solutions such as simple maps
or bar charts without really getting to the content. We
were just using graphics to show data but not really
committed to the content. But now, we feel that we
are visual journalists where we are using both content
and graphics to tell stories. So, it is kind of a different
profession right now. We have to add many more skills

27k
head

to our original arsenal that we acquired from university
so that we can communicate in an understandable way.

02 Do you see any differences between
an editorial illustration and an info-
graphic? Is there a boundary between
the two?

Marcelo Whether to use an illustration or an info-

Duhalde (MD) graphic depends on the need that has

to be fulfilled. Illustrations are explanatory—for example,

a cover illustration is a way to summarise information in

one shot. We have developed a sensibility to represent

the concept that we are trying to convey by choosing a

suitable method—~be it an image, an illustration, or an

infographic—so that a story can be told effectively.
We know very clearly that we do not immediately have

a solution in mind when approaching a story. We always

keep reinventing, exploring, experimenting with, and com-

bining different techniques. Maybe because we are a small
team, we are able to manage our way to express our ideas.

But still, people recognise that we have some sort of style,

which is very interesting because we don’t work solely with

templates. We use templates only as a reference, but
normally our visual explanations and assets are related
with the subject matter—we try not to limit ourselves.

ANERAGE TINE SPONT ISG
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Why your
smartphone is a
pain in the neck

By Pablo Rolbles |
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03 So you value differences, new inven-
tions, and innovations here more than
consistency?

Darren It’s interesting because there is sort of a

Long (DL)
is different. Pablo is a digital native. For the “Text Neck”
story, for instance, he went out and shot videos. He ap-
proached it from a technical point of view, much more
technology-related. Photos, diagrams, and things people
can interact with. | would say this is a typical Pablo.
Marcelo, on the other hand, has a scientific mentality.

house style and yet everyone in the team

He’s very incisive and uses lots of data. He has a very
analytical mind and he goes straight to the essence of
something. So, there'd be lots of very clear, precise ways
of visualising figures through abstractions, shapes,
and maps.

And Adolfo is like a Picasso, fine art style. It’s very
much about the beautiful drawings. | always love it when
Adolfo manages to find ways of extracting data on some-
thing through his drawings. I’'m always surprised at how
he justifies an illustration as data visualisation.

So, there are three completely different styles, but
they all work together somehow. These three examples
were led by each of these guys, but everyone worked
together, so the approaches meshed together. We've also

got on the team Han Huang, Denis Wong, and Kaliz Lee
who have very individual styles. | think that’s actually
something that makes SCMP unique. When you look
at The New York Times, for example, they have a single
style for their infographics that they rarely deviate from.
Whereas for SCMP, we've got the illustrations, the photo-
graphy, or videos and they all somehow connect without
looking like a dog’s dinner.

Why Your Smartphone “Text neck” has become a common problem with people typically sticking =] i [m]
Is a Pain in the Neck their neck forward to use their phone for texting. As the angle increases, the
i i weight of one’s head can be increased by up to 27kg, adding unnecessary [=]:
031 Sy Clulos et i Pes (200 strain to one’s neck and spine. Digital version

Pablo Robles
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How MMA’Ss roots
are in Hong Kon

up of sports adminis

By Pablo Robles, Adolfo Arranz and Dennis Wong

EVERYBODY WAS KUNG FU FIGHTING ...

Large numbers of immigrants from China's Mainland came to

Hong Kong SAR seeking refuge in the early 20th century. Some were
prominent martial artists and many pecple turned to them to

earn self-defence techniques in response to the colonial city’s

high crime rates and limited police manpower

Police reports from 1967

1953-1967 reflect a significant — 1,318
increase in violent crimes
“against the person™
1960
__—— 810
CRIME -
WAVE 1953
- 308
1953
1 police officer
per 452 civilians
.
1967

1 police officer
per 355 civilians

1994
1 police officer
per 156 civilians

HONG KONG’S FORGOTTEN FIGHT CLUB

In the early 1980s, Hong Kong developed its own unique fight
club. The brains behind the Full Contact Boxing Association were
ocal sports administrator Wai Kee-shun, policeman James Elms
and fighter Kong Fu-tak

KONG FU-TAK

VS BILLY CHOW

Hong Kong
Along-forgotten
series of fights that BRUCE LEE
captured the city's VS GARY ELMS
imagination Hong Kang

WU GONGYI

VS CHEN KEFU

Macao

BRUCE LEE, THE GRANDFATHER OF MMA

Today, MMA fighters do not worry about whether a specific move
corresponds to classical disciplines or styles. They use any method
they want to express themselves. This is also the philosophy behind
the martial arts form jeet kune do, founded by Bruce Lee almost a
quarter of a century before the first UFC contest in 1993

“gainst the person {murder, marslaughter, serious assault, rape, indecent assault, etc) | Sources: UFE, Hong Kang Police Force

Ip Man, the legendary wing chun
master — whose most famous
student is Bruce Lee — encourages

his students to loak beyond the
classroom to hone their skills

Wingchun

practising

Traditional southern Chinese kung
fu style. Itis a form of self-defence
specialising in close range combat
and uses striking and grappling

Kung fu
practising

Bone-setting treatment

Fighters frequently suffer
sprains and fractures while
practising and during combat.
Many martial arts masters learn
ancient Chinese bone-setting
skills tostenpathy) and establish
clinics to treat \Hil res

Hung kuen practising
Well-knawn and popular
fighting style in Hong Kong
associated with the Cantonese
folk hera, Wong Fei-hung

ROOFTOP FIGHTS
An early form of MMA was practised on the streets and more often,
rooftops of Hong Kong long before Rorion Gracie, Art Davie and John
Milius organised a formal competition between various combat disciplines
which they called the Ultimate Fighting Champianship, or UFC

As a teenager, Bruce Lee regularly
watches and takes part in street fights. He
begins to cherry-pick technigues from
different schools and combines them into
his own style

In collaboration with: Darren Long SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST

04 How do you decide on what visual lan-
guage to use for a particular story? For
example, when to use infographics and
not just words, what aspects to high-
light, and what visualisation methods
to use? What is the decision-making
process like?

MD When we start on a project, our goal is to
offer our particular approach to a subject, which is hard
to find elsewhere. We do not try to explain something
that has already been explained by others. The research
is focused on specific aspects without trying to cover
it all from the beginning like an encyclopaedia. We try
to lend an interesting angle to things that have not yet
been explained, depending on the moment, our own
research, or our own conversations. That forces us to ap-
proach a story with fresh ideas and to offer new infor-
mation. We interpret the research and try to come with
our own unique solution for different subjects.

The decision on the use of visual language depends

on our own preferences and styles as we don’t have the
same skills. We have different approaches to infogra-
phics and we have our own favourite ways to solve visual
problems. That’s why | find it very difficult to get into soft-
ware that automatically generates visualisations. | always
try to find other ways to solve it. We all have our own limi-
tations, but we are very collaborative.
DL People who have a data analyst back-
ground tend to start off with a conclusion, then use
the data to get to the conclusion. For us, we want to
tell a story. We use data to inform us as to what the
conclusion should be. Well, actually, we don’t even have
a conclusion. We usually leave the conclusion for the
reader, let them make up their own mind. Whereas, data
analysts and traditional journalists tend to drive you to
agree with them at the end. That desire to tell a story is
what sets our team apart. Our team comes from Hong
Kong SAR, China’s Mainland, Costa Rica, Chile, Spain,
and Britain. When we sit down in a room, we have very
different points of view and we've all got our own biases,
our own cultural baggage. What’s a benefit to us is that
we're not data analysts, we're not specialists. That means
that we've got to make it really simple for us to under-
stand first and then we know the reader will.

How MMA’s Roots Are in Hong Kong
South China Morning Post (2019)

Dennis Wong, Pablo Robles, Mathew Scott, Adolfo Arranz,
Darren Long

Most of our infographic-driven stories are about visua-
lising the data. And data tend to be numbers, facts, and
figures, which is not very sexy if you’re not into that.
For the average reader, it might be a turn-off. The way we
use infographics—the visual side of things—is very warm,
engaging, and human. We try to get readers in there
so that they can relate to it. It takes away the dryness of
the numbers.

AA | think the most important part is to first
understand. How can you explain it to the readers if you
cannot understand it?

05 Do you get into content a lot more now
than before?
AA Yes and investing more time in research,
too. Before, | used to spend more time in the design
process, thinking about colour, aesthetics, etc. But now,
our process demands us to dedicate half of the time or
maybe even more to research—working through infor-
mation, making comparisons, working with big data,
and so on—different processes that | learned on the
job. | was trained as a graphic designer. Originally, my big
interests were illustration and graphic design, instead
of politics or economics. | have to make my interests
more diverse.
DL To me, the trends in infographics are
set by the way technology evolves. Ten or even five years
ago, designers were very specialised, for example, in
Illustrator, Photoshop, or InDesign. In the past, | would
design and lay out a magazine, but | was never expected
to print it as well. But as technology evolved, one person
can do more. With the new technology, you are in complete
control of everything. That’s why designers like us are
no longer just designers anymore. We're journalists or
multimedia artists. So, the team does a lot of their own
reporting, researching, and editing. And then comes the
design. | almost think that, in a way, what we do is “anti-
design.” It’'s about communicating an idea, first and
foremost. If it looks nice in the end, that’s a bonus.
AA Never in my life did | think that | would
work in a newspaper. It’s crazy. Of course, we're working in
the media. Twenty-five years ago, | didn’t study to become
a journalist. | studied illustration and graphic design. |
don’t know. Maybe I’'m a journalist, after all!

This graphic depicts the cultures and developments 0]

of martial arts in Hong Kong. Martial artist Bruce Lee’s Fyi:
philosophy Jeet Kune Do continues to influence today’s % =
mixed martial arts (MMA) athletes. Digital version
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in the city, housing almost 50,000 residents. Former residents call it home as they share fond

memories of this overcrowded slum.

This graphic is in memory of the Kowloon Walled City after its demolition 20 years
ago. Kowloon Walled City was an incredible megablock of urban/architectural design

City of Anarchy

036

South China Morning Post (2014)

Adolfo Arranz

occupying an area of approximately 200 by 150 metres. Five hundred buildings were built

037



The round trip (ses @5 Andres de Urdaneta (1493-1562)

" Route to Acapulco I 3
Manila is ideally locatad for 3 major trading port of Chinese goods, which are Retwming to Acapiiloo from Asia s :.:::ﬁﬂ’;?;;’lm iﬁfp':.}"fm'z:‘;fﬁﬂ?r:m

highly coveted in Europs and America. The Chinese commusitty In Manlia kit more hazardous than the outward % ¥
grows exponentially to keep pace with this trade boom. Manila also provides & i Sapa o o o Diieing the Manila gallean period, one of the pacific Oceam's most scnwlz.dgeable
respite for sailors before the long and arduons journey to Acapuleo, the Tost o {his journey over 250 years theusands of Asians, mostly Chinase Ewawdn navigators. His greatest acmm.n.mm was
Spanish base where galleans rade their goods far silver coins it and Filipings, sattle in New Spain discovering the farmawiaie, the tetarn maritime

o . roiste fram the Phifippines to the Americas & 1565,

Mest impoctantly, he made the odyssey theough
the Pacific possible by writing navigation charts

Digital version

¢ Preseat-day Linited States of America

Yellow
503

The Parizn in Mexico

Clry 5 the first
Patpelain industrial Unsuccessful routes Chinese market
MEMURICILFINg Five attempts to Tind a return established i the
route to the Americas be . [ . | 0 ‘st and the
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Direction of
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PHILIPPINES "~ Despite the shart distanca, ’ il
- passage to Manila through The whipstaff
s the San Bernarding Stralt G
Galleons use this
Voo takes o ks becauee lsering ek hefore e
of ifs treachesoas currents, & i 0p Cast
" powerful winds. dangerous | h | :‘:e';nl;ﬁ :{I’_':;':: ;'f,'f’ The first global corrency
T [EeREM G Foretopsall — the parly 1BEh century The expansian of trade routes using Manila 252 hub, linking Asia to the rest
'F‘I il a"; - Cabin of the world, stimulates international economic growth. China's acceptance of
"“D*;"f’f:‘“‘ o Pll.o. sitver n exchange for commodities such us tea, silks and ceramics restls in
. e Shi: - i Spanish minted dallar coins evolving into the world's first common currency
g ® * anstant e
g pkeep and \ Al the rigging. Whipstatt - 1 Stern
> \ iy Tzt ladders, ropes and 5 7,
8 A f =ails are made from * 5
9 Y high-quality | Hifider 1537-1869: Spanish silver dollar
Philipgine hemp ]

Millions af eoins are minted,
sareadin
Americas and Southeast Asla.

e pansstent weight and purity sat
dard zround the world

It is the mid-16th century and the beginning of modern-day globalisation with trade networks being »
rope and the Americas, The Spanish, who have discovered vast silver deposits in the P,
as, are flush with cash while China is in the midst of a curreney shortage. As sailing routes are mapped

Crew on board
Batween 60 and 100
men are needed to

Counterbalance  Tiller

across the Pacific, Spanish merchant galleons, like the one illustrated here, start shipping and trading exotic gonds, crew a merchant Lateen-rigged Keel
galleons, ealled Manila and China ships, travel herween Acapuleo and the Philippines, Most of 1l nds they Sy ship depending on bl Sl
pick up, such as silks and porcelain from China, have been brought to Manila by jonks. And as the sibver dollar : the vessel’s size i Weight  Fine sifver
= H i uint i . 5 1]
spreads across Asian markeis, so ton does a new wave of prosperity. f;;l:i;zcrrd.l:;ﬁl:l :am‘"al are st s 27A7gr 5305 waw
/ = - = i il nown to have
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scurvy and other.
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location according te

their charis

Spritsail

and even travelless’
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E pase

The abject conditions off
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the crew, which easily blow,
ot of prppartion, The ship’s
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A common pen siobe
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legand the restugon
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early 16th century when the Spanish silver coin became the currency
established a circular shipping route between Asia and the Americas,

This graphic shows the discovery of the roundtrip and the beginning
of globalisation. Globalisation is thought to have taken shape in the
of reference for world trade. Spanish navigators in the Philippines
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South China Morning Post (2018)
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On processes and methods

01 Can you tell us more about the process
at SCMP? How do you initiate a project,
how you source raw material, and how
do you work with the editorial team?

AA Here at SCMP, we can decide what we

can and cannot do, which might not be true at other organi-

sations where strict instructions are given by editors.

We can decide not to go ahead with a particular project

because there is insufficient information, for example.

SOLID ROCK

The system tums the walkie talkies \
inte “bridges” which transmit the
signal through the cave

Rescue divers carry
12itre twao air tanks with
ot ane for each bay

#7
”

Full-face
scuba mask —.

Divers can't use

Wietsult scuba fins in this
enviroment

Strong currents

can be experiented

Above: The team inside the cave established a series of walkie-talkies
connected to each other over four kilometres. The system turned the walkie-
talkies into “bridges” transmitting the signal through the cave.

Below: The rescue team assisted the boys to scuba dive.

Saving the Wild Boars
South China Morning Post (2018)

Adolfo Arranz, Marcelo Duhalde,
Pablo Robles, Darren Long

This graphic displays the breaking news of saving 12 boys from a soccer
team and their coach from a complex cave in northern Thailand. The report
covers the development of the event, including the early-stage analysis,
the communication problems involved, the rescue scenarios, and possible Digital version

MD Almost all of our projects are initiated
by our team. On most occasions, the topics are explored
individually and then proposed to the group with reliable
content and visual resources. Once approved, we get to
work individually or collectively.

02 So, there’s no editor breathing down

your neck saying “you need to do this?”
DL Well, there is, but my role in the team is
a buffer. They would explain to me why we can’t do some-
thing, | then go to the editors to explain and they’ll listen.
But there are times when it isn’t like that.

03 Do the editors come to you saying, “We’ll
cover such-and-such topic next week.
Could you produce something?”
DL Yeah, our executive editor, Chung Yan
Chow. We tend to have two meetings a day. During these
meetings, | find out what the news is for that particular
day, but | also get a heads-up on upcoming projects.
Occasionally, there’ll be ideas like “Made in China 2025.”
The editorial team will say they’re doing a series on a
particular topic and the infographics team will look for
visual solutions. I'd go back to the team and figure out
how to do something worthwhile with the editorial team’s
idea. It can be a long process.

04 How much time typically? And how
about time-sensitive topics?
DL There is no typical timeline. “Life Inside
the Forbidden City” took us three years. Other stories
that look like they are very developed could have been
done in a day. The fastest would be done in a day, like
“Saving the Wild Boars.” The whole team came together
and ran around like crazy. Adolfo divided the research
amongst everyone and then put it all together.
AA For this one, we worked very fast on the
illustrations. We worked like a factory. First, | did a rough
sketch for that. And then it was passed onto Marcello.
He finished it in Adobe Illustrator. For me, hand sketching
is a very important process.
MD You see that this story is all static. We
wanted to include more information and interactivity, but
there was just not enough time.

health issues caused.

June2: Juwz Juy e iy & Haan e Hoon Juvio Hoon JITERS
o o o o * l a | = l . a
Boys reported Toantaind Former Thai Operation Faur of the Four mre Firal four boys.
missing alive by a Mavy Seal dies in started boys are hoys are and the coach
rescue diver the cave after taken out by taken out are taken out
running out of air the rescuers by the rescuers
L]
SaVlng t e B Areas submerged [ Areas partially submerged Dry areas
L] Maln
T 3‘;?:“"; entrante
Navy Seal
rescue hase
On June 23, a group of 12 boys from a local soccer team i | g
known as the Wild Boars and their coach went missing }’;i" / “ \
inacave % in northern Thailand, The world . |
nace e m_mlt Xinn t_lhu nl 1ailand, The worlc * T rm——
followed their rescue as it unfolded. [ A00m show the eight or depth of the cave
| Chamber 3 was the
L last drea to be
drained
Chiang Rai Datailed area
= |
» \ Tham Luang cave g
f ;
THAILAND 4 '
— . J/ Once out of the cave !
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The cave
continues
How they were extracted
wist of the boys cousd not swem and nane had divi & Wearmg full-§ gzl
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dlibers, ECh rescu 100K haurs bo b achigsed
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passage
Pattaya_Jy

The bioys” haalth was checked at the
scene and then each was taken ta

hospital using ane of fwa mathods
Narrowest o e

The biys and their stable condition
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Why it was so complicated

How rain fioods the cave

St0rms in the area caused The caves (o
Food easily because the rock is permeable
and the water can pass through the gaps

Race against the rain

Raanfall in the area Increased after the
bays entered, They were forced deepér
into the caves as the passages flooded

SATURDAY, JUNE 23
They were repotted missing

Distance 60.5km :
About one-hour drive i

Chiang Rai /¢ @ Nirgort
Prachanukroh @ '
Hospital '
L]
oA Alrport

10%m

12-litre
air tank

1n certain sectians, divers
could not ose

fins hecause the enviroment
was not suitable for them

Bays found here Main entrance
5 e
(= e e
Al
Draining the galleries How much water?

Warkers arained the Hooded cave with a
system using hundreds of high-powered

Anout 243 million litres of water were pumped oot befare the first groug of beys was
rescued on Sunday, July 8, That would be engugh wates to fill & swimming pool the size

pumps of the stadium for the World Cup final {o & depth of 34 metres
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——20mm wat
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Water filters e
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An emperor’s day

Tilse At £am

The emperor wart needed for the daily
audierce siiih his courtiers snd then
returmed b his chanmber o sheep
untit 7am,

Palace of Heavenly Purity

il in 320 and rebuill in 79 10 repa Fre damage, the Paiacs of = X
#eavenly Purity was where the empernr read, and signed documents J Y
and intervlewed ministers and envews. Banauets s ciher cersmonies ! \

woulkd occazionally be held here too,

Succession

The s with 1hee edict for the
suttession was placed bohind o
Dard hanging gver 1he thrane,
Fhis waas Chosety redated o the:
@ing systemn of tesignating the
SUCCESS0E [0 fhe 100 in secrel.

& plague segraved with four
Chinese characTers writien iy
Emperor Vungeheng mearing
“Justice and brightness”,

|
Befind the throne i 2 gildey

weeden panel stched with
riragans playing with pearls.

Inceigs burners
surraund {hi theeng.

Dress codes

Antient Chinese rulers imposed strict
oS in each era, which were ussatly
linked to their etheic traditions and
identity. Each dynasty had
‘stipuations for the material, cobour,
decorative patierns snd style of dress
that distinguished royal, civil and
military officials from commosers,

Clothing during the

Ming dynasty {1368-1644)
Duiing this period, clothing for meo
and women berame more
Yaliiminnis: Inng robes wih wide
sieeves, for men and a shortes robe
WoeTs e 3 while skirt for women.

The atfire reflects the kese fitting
anil saborate sty of The anclent
whinic Han penple. Buttons hegame:
papular aong with clrcular collars.
achers ecane lnger. Light
colours warn comman, with the
front of garments decorated it
acressories made from gold, jade
and peats.

Life Inside the
Forbidden City
South China Morning Post (2018)

Marcelo Duhalde

Noan
There was 3 sacnnd apdience a8 midday 1pm to 3pm
Jam when the emperar’s Fin itk were Linchtime:was folloved by

tns read and wite comments e focal
JvErnment reports. ore than &

refavatian, when the
eitgeror might snwend by

Tres Emperor formally Look
firoakfast at 7am in seing

hundred reports came mwry dyy from 3pm fo 7pm

and winter, and dam in COMPOSINg poems af &
e s susumn. Alber R DTN ERapy enjoving the gatdun. More repoets, The pagers
tireakfast, he opened ani wese returmed theough the.
redid @ memorial, of repor, deectnrate of teremnnial
preserned ty ministers and aifice:ta tho country

anmenisirative divlsions aftes
other officlats, the empercr symed them off

Life inside
the Forbidden City s

Ak this thne the smperes
Fhis hree: paje packagge degiicts daily life in Befings Forbidden City i
during the Ming and Qing dynnstics, Emperors were surrounded by chambers.
vonsorts, eoneubines, maids and anarmy of eunuchs whose mission
was toensure heswer's eartlily represendative sived o di

ot male hieir to

shintin armony between heaven ant eartl)

By Marcelo Duhalde o eiooduldde dsomp, cam

For the emperor, We i the Farbidden Oty was not as opifent s ane might Imagine, While

each dynasty caimed the emperor was heaves’s earibly represemtatins destined to drive

the imemecrse country forward, the emperar remained 2 link i a glant baceaucratic chain
competted to follow rigonoes protocots dictated by tradition.

1 L The Hall of Mental Cultivation
The seats of potcer
Tre Ming dhynasty estanisned the Palace of Beavenly Purlty a5 the ressdence of o = A
the emgerod. a tradition fallowed by Girg emperars. wWhen the Yongzheng
Emperar {refgn 1722-35) moved his home to the Hall of Mental Cultivation, he
continged to hokd court in the Palace of Heavenly Panry,

P Forbiaden -,
ity map ™

The emperors used
this hafl o routioe
administrative affirs. b

| it 3 froar 2o rear sectior

conmected by 3
Hallway. The frve-charnher rear secion held the emperar's livieg quarters while
the front was used o dministratie atfairs. The emperor grantad interviews

l o i oAl in (e cenral room where the (heons was situsted,

' Nermtanaxs |

Knocking the tiles

Inwertud mud jars were placed under
the thoor clles of the hall 1o create @
special resonante or echa when
rertain tiles were sruck,

Ministers who were £fven the honour
af an audience with the emperor
ware fo mention thes ancestnrs
while kowlowing. When striking their
fornhears against the-floor the mor
TESONANT S0uRs Were consoered 3
siggh of gieat respect bor the empecar,

Anhind the &
ihrone, wene
Twa pars of bookshelves of
- vorses witton by (ressuned fessoes o0

the Gérg empierors EOVEIFRNE ThE COUNLTY wrilten
s the ealumis. Iy surcessive dynssies,

The dragon robe
{Qing dynasty, 1644-1911) item of ceching in fers of Drnamentation  the emperar o e pewerluk it

Tris was the emperce’s most remarkabie The robe was not simgly a meas for

Thee rule wirs Gt Fittang with sl
tapering inea flared culfs that resembie
he hooves of 3 horse - a reference to the
wepsetrian hackground of the Manchin,

2l symbitism - 30 auspicius garment
veserved for Testive occasions.

wars 5o meant 1o bring good luck ro
the peaple

The cakir of the rabe
Indizared rank and lineage
with yelkw festricted o

i i X 1he emperar,
The myihical dragon & the daminant

mesil. Feur dragans surrounding the
neck in raoal o symbalise the.
i directios of the universe,

Tha four dragoes on the front and
back of the skirt indicate the-
midway directions of the snierse.

Fire [elament
o the wriverse)

—The e, symiol af
tEmporal poeer — :
A schematic diagram of the universe
{1 et Mallmes's interpresation®

Abo s the cloud-filled firmament
agans1 which dragone (symibats of
imiperial autharity} coif and twist.

=
e wic i e

which symbalise the cardinal

Do of tfie compass, rise
isan-shaped rocks symbalising

ihe garth mountam

The: Inmmr bardes of diagnnal

Baads and rounced hillms:
FRprENL Wb,

T symhalism is rommpiete ooty when
1he coatis woem. T human body
ecomes the woeld axis; the neck
apesing the gate of heaven of ape ol

Annther mnti aaniied to
the Emgernrs rofes was a
red bat, the symbol of
happinass. The Chiness
wort for bat sounds
identicat 20 the word for
good forune,

tragans

Rounded
hillws
Space between the
rreatures was filled with
auspicious smbols and at
the Base of the dress were
meontain fops and noean
Waves.

Rersing from the hemling of

the robe are paralled sees of b universs separstes the matesial
wave bands in rainbow warkd of the coat Srom the roaim of
oo catied lishul the spiritual represerted dy the
(Standing water). V!E&Ef‘i.'maﬂ.
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This series of three-page graphics illustrate the daily life in the Forbidden
City in China during the Ming and Qing dynasties. It is composed of three
chapters: How women were selected as maids and servants; how an army of
eunuchs served as menials or spies; how was the life of being the emperor.

Digital version

South China Morning Post

Qing dynasty

harem system

The hierarchy remained
cansistent bat the nsmber
of cansarts and concubines
waried under different
EMPErs

Empress  Empress
AHU=ng honl - dowager

Imperial noble consart
(Huang guifieil

Imperial consort
{Guifei

o

I
Consort (Fei}

«*

Impeial concubing (Pin)

Lo

First-class
Hsmalie attengant

Second-class
lsmale attendant
thighery

ik

Second-class
 fiemsale atteniant
(lower)

A titke givess fodhe mather, of
e af an amparor wiin Tvad
it the e of a fed s
SUAINN AT

Palace servants

The Qing palace maids

The female servants in the palace
were ranked according to their
families” social position and were
recruited from the Eight Banners
familles that were malnky
Manchurians and Mongolians.

They were seleciesd when they
reached the age of 13 and
wotkd seeve for 10 yiars, Thir
rale was to attend to the dally
nieeds of the empress, imperial
consoets anid concubines. They
could not leave their ladies'
sides, day or night, seven days
@ weeh.

Women near
the emperor

All females fving in the Forbidden City were carcfully
sequestered in the imperial quarters deep inside the palace,

They were restricted to the inner conrt and
venturing out of the northern section, Most
employed as maids amd servants, but there
group of coneubines
EIPETT id father. The
o male offspring were elevated to imperial
the empress at the top ol the pecking order,

quarters
Forbidden
ity map

Menidian Gatis

sk was i) bear children for the
ae wha gave hirth

forhidden from
of them were
was alsoa select

consorts, with

The emperor's sex life

Concubines

Requirements to join the harem

Beautityl engugh 1o
satisfy the emparar
and his parents

Sockal background wes
o barrier and many
emperors chpse
canculsnes from the
general puhlic. The
ampress was the oie
exceprion - she was
always selected fram
e Tamity oF &
high-ranking officiat.

It weas balieved that arganising the emperos's sex life was essential to maintaining
the well-being of the entire Chinese empire, The rotation of concubines sleaping
with the emperor was kept to a regimented order. Secretaries were employed to
record the emperor's sex (e with brushes dipped in imperial vermition,

Moon cycle

In Ching, and Same ather Asian Counries, age
s determéned from the moment of
canceplion, not the moment of birth,

The imperial Chinese believed that
wamen were mast likely to
cancelve during the full moan,
when the Yin, or female
influence, was strang
enough to match tha
ang. oe make Foroe,
of the emperor.

The sequence would be

compéated on the 15t night of every

month, The cyche was then repeated in reverse ordes.

The Outstanding 50

The bowes-ranking

concubines (nine per
% might) were tasked with
naurishing the emperar's
yang with their Yin,
sheeping with him around
the time af the new mooa,

Crege

Day1 Day 2
5,000 4,000

A1y B621, Ming emgieror Tiandl sent

euwnuchs acrass the caunzry to

handpick 5,000 young worman During the first round of 1he

aged 13 to 16, from whom he
wauld select a wifia,

competitioe, the women stood i
lines of 100 accarding to age, Gme AN gENEral mannes, This
fa

thousand
& 10 candigates

They were chasen by the
pakace every thege ta five
years and were not allowed
any contact with the
autside world. Even their
parents were banned from
wisiting them untii they
turned 25 years oid.

Maits coudd elect to leave
U palade at the age of 25,
Many stayed. but those who
ledt were richly rewarded
far their service,

heing too tall, shart, fat ar thin

anather 2,000

Maids assignation
The number of maits assigned to
Hilgh-ranking women varied but
were typically as follows:
Empress dowager  Empress
1

s

i 6}

Imperial consart  imperial concubsne

Cancubinge

Day 3
2,000

O the secaid day, INE eimchs The shird day was
intensively evamined the women's  spent ooserving ther
boes. and evaliated el voices  Teet and lands, and

Erace of mavemenal.

5 | 1 down the Tield by Anather 1,000 were

eliminated

Wet nurses

Imperial consorts and concubines

wanted to mark their high status

and spare themselves the physical
ing. This

The empress and other wives slepd with the
amparor around the time of the full moon
Decause it was believed children of strong
wirtue wauld be conceived on those nights.

Thursday, December 20, 2018

Physical health Training Serving the
emperoe's mother

Less than 100 candidates  The firalists were Firially, the standout
gl be sedecred ti Initigted info forms ot candfidates (a5t s
spend several nights wah  acceptabie behaviour.  was ta spend several
WO W Specilisad AN T b speak, s Raking caie of
|n training and managing  pesture and walk. the empaices
maitls. Candidates’ They aisa learhed mither’s dasly nees
Dsches were mspected arts such as palnting.

far things like skin reading. writing,

Infections, body hairand.  chess and dancing.

bady adour.

A concubine’s visit
to the imperial chamber

=

When the emperor desired
a particular cantubine in his
‘hed-chamber, he gave the
aunuch-in-wiiting a kabel, or tally,
swith the Jady's neme written on It

Eunuchs then carried the
coanciating 1o the
BMOEror's apariment in 3
ilian e, Shie was dressed
anly in a feather garment

' ) Twar eniscns stood guard outside
'l = the door and would take the
1 cancubine back ta e own
apartment befare the break of day

The event was recored in a book
The entry was signed by the
emperar. This record would serve
as proaf if the concubing fell
pregaant and the emperos wanted
her to baar his child

Ay eae

The top 50 candidates

were sufifect to further
Thicemuning 300 examinatians and
wers then fiousad in Interviess abaul maths;
Thes remalnirg the palace where they  |iterasure @nd art. and
thousand undarwent underwent a rarkart accordinghy
gynancoiogical month-ang seriesaf - Three favourites wauld
ExAminatians. This tests bor inaedligence, receive the highest
eliminated another mExt, temparament ranking for Imperial
700 from the process  and moral character, conculines.

Health
requirements
A dactor would

of
resulted in wet nurses coming to
high praminence during the
Ming dynasty.
] Betwean 20 and
40 lactating
women were
recruited every
three manths.

ifthe 2
waman was free (| 2
af the follpwing: / Nasal

cangestion

Watery
lipe

Scabies

A9
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05 There’s a lot of very detailed information
here, about the geography, the rescue
gear, etc. How was the research done?

AA The essential thing was the research,

for me, especially for breaking news. And it all had to be

finished within one day. We needed to share our research
and ideas and have quick meetings to try to put every-
thing together and figure out what we could do.

MD We had to search every viable source.

Every time you find a new fact, you need to change it and

tell everyone in the team: “Hey, stop! Stop!” We’re very

connected as we work in the same space. We also have
many communication channels like Slack, email, Google

Docs, etc. We put everything that we discover or find in

one place for everyone to see—it’s pretty organised.

06 How do you resolve disagreements or
arguments in your team? How do you
strike a balance between others’ criti-
cism and your own points of view?

DL Because there’s so much transparency,
the arguments never become personal. A really special
part of the culture here is that we send each other our
work in progress and ask for feedback. Everyone is very
honest. They won't just say it looks great for the sake of
it, but they’ll point out issues.

Having convictions in your beliefs is important. | think
for everyone here, if they really believe in what they’re
doing, they’ll fight for it. But | think a newsroom, in general,
breeds this type of culture. Every journalist will fight their
corner. If you believe that your case has logic, you can make
a case and sell it. But there comes a certain time when
an editor will say no and stand firm to their decision.

Pandemic Dance
South China Morning Post (2021)

Marcelo Duhalde, Gigi Choy, Dennis Wong

In January 2021, Hong Kong experienced the fourth wave of Covid-19
infections with a growing cluster of infections linked to the city’s dance
clubs. This graphic shows how people from different age groups spread the rea )
virus through visits to various dance halls over 15 days. Digital version

AA But maybe we have been lucky. | can say
that 90-95 percent of our work doesn’t require any changes.
DL But | think that we’re very conscious of
our working progress as well, because we keep the rest
of the newsroom informed of what we’re doing, so that
there are no nasty surprises.

07 When do you consider a piece of work
“finished?” Is it the deadline? With digi-
tal work, there’s more flexibility, isn’t
there? Unless it’s breaking news?

MD You cannot keep polishing a piece of
work when it’s already published because you’ll have to
work on other projects. But if new information comes
up, we are able to update the data or add more assets
to that piece of work—a great advantage that we don’t
have in a printed infographic.

DL My answer to this would be when they

get tired of me nagging them. But, interestingly, we've

published a couple of projects recently, knowing that
they are not finished. | suspect we’ll do that more often.

We get it out there, and then we can keep developing it

and making it better. “The Coronavirus Explainer” is a

good example of that.

When China announced that the coronavirus was trans-
mitted from human to human, we realised that there
was a big story there and it was going to spread around
the world. So, we jumped on it and we wanted to get it
out really fast. We knew we were ahead of other publi-
cations. The first version only had a few elements in it.
Now, it’s just huge.

Pandemic dance <A

Hong Kong’s fourth wave of Covid-19 infections had its main

source in the city’s dance clubs, creating what the government
defined as a “super-s ler” event. The graphic shows how
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How the coronavirus
spread in Hong Kong

By SCMP graphics
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Draily new Covid-19 cases dropped into single digits in
Hong Kong on April 12. While most infections came from
outsicde, the city can only be consid
after there are no local infections for 28 days, experts say
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046 How the Coronavirus Spread in In April 2020, most infections found in Hong Kong came Testing for Covid-19 Testing for Covid-19 is an effective way to measure and contain the spread
/ Hong Kong from out.S|'de.The graphic shows where the imported South China Morning Post (2020) of the virus within a.populatlon. H<.)welver, t.estlng is sub!ect to the.res?urces
i i cases originated. of a country and region. The graphic visualises an overview of testing in 4

047 South China Morning Post (2020) Digital version Marcelo Duhald different countries and regions. Digital version

Dennis Wong, Adolfo Arranz
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This graphic shows how Covid-19 puts the global food
supply chain under immense strain, causing shipping
delays, increased costs, food shortages, surging prices,
or even famine and humanitarian crises. Digital version

Disrupting the Supply Chain
South China Morning Post (2020)
Marcelo Duhalde
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China’s Wildlife Trade Since the Covid-19 epidemic began, China’s National Forestry and Grassland
South China Morning Post (2020)

Adolfo Arranz

China’s wildlife trade

China has raded and consumed wildiife for centuries, using the animals for everyihing from traditional
Chinese medieine to laboratory research, and fur to food. Since the coronavirus epidemic began, the
Mational Forestry and Grassland Administration has confiscated 39,000 wild animals and “cleaned up®
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Administration has confiscated 39,000 wild animals and banned more
than 350,000 sites such as restaurants and markets where the animals are
traded. This graphic shows the types of wildlife animals and how they are Digital version
treated in this industry.
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On digital infographics

01 When shaping a story, do you think in a
medium-specific way or do you conceive
the idea as a whole first and then try to
adapt it to other media and formats?

AA It depends on the project. But, for me
and I’'m pretty sure for Marcello as well, our background
is in print and we only started to design online graphics
three years ago. Before we were mainly designing for
the back page of the printed paper. Every time we started
a project, my mind would immediately think of it as a
back-page infographic. And now we need to have several
points of view: a print version and three or four online
versions. For the mobile version, you need to take out
many aspects or rethink the design because it doesn’t
work in a vertical format.

02 What do you need to consider when you
work on the printed version versus the
screen versions for desktop and mobile?

DL When we design for print—say for the
back page—after we've finished it, we’d hand it over to
what we call the backbench. That’s sort of the last line
of defence in the newspapers. They fact-check and make
sure that it makes sense. The response would be very
immediate: “l don’t understand it.” Here is the headline,
the subhead, the image, and here are the captions. Pre-
sumably, that’s how readers would read it as well. Over
time, we get fewer corrections as we get better at doing
it in a way that people understand straight away and
readers have become more educated to read them, as
well. We then have to go through a similar process with
the online versions. Something that works on the desktop
doesn’t necessarily work on the mobile. For the mobile
version, it’s a case of stripping things out and simplifying
it further. You just have to accept that you can’t have
all the same information there.

How the Coronavirus Transformed
Human Activities Globally

South China Morning Post (2020)

Pablo Robles

From our analysis, we find that the average reading
time for our infographic stories is five minutes, which is
considered very high for SCMP articles. The average is
two to three minutes. So, we’ve doubled the average.

03 Is the idea of “getting people to click on
something” one of the considerations?
For a printed infographic, the reader
needs to spend time to engage with it,
rather than something you can grasp
instantly. Whereas in an online environ-
ment, readers need to first of all click on it
before they can even start engaging with
it. What are the considerations there?
DL That took us a long time to learn. Four
years ago, we were just sticking a PDF of the print version
online thinking that we had done a great job, but we hadn’t.
We couldn’t understand why page views were so low. It
was a whole series of trial and error. Then there was one
infographic that our former colleague, Alberto Lucas
Lépez, did that we were very happy with—“The Sum of the
Parts.” On the desktop version, when you click on each of
the triangles, it takes you to the SCMP story—it’s brilliant.
On the mobile version, you couldn’t see the triangles and
couldn’t click on them, so we went back to the drawing
board. And then Marco Hernandez started writing the
code and everything changed.

“The Five Main Projects of the Belt and Road Initiative”
was the first one that was made digital. The print version
came after. That was when our mindsets completely
changed. Every one of us got involved and started writing
our own code. Before that, we all preferred print because
it’s so immediate. It was a discipline that distilled every-
thing down to a single image. But, suddenly, we discovered
interactive infographics, which you could keep drilling
down and down to discover more.

Google and Apple recently published a series of community mobile
reports (CMR), which offers insights on people’s movements and
activities during the Covid-19 pandemic using anonymised data from
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How the

.
coronavirus
- . - .
is changing cities
Global efforts to contain Covid-19 have led to mass
lockdowns, turning densely populated cities into ghost
towns. Our daily routines and how we interact with our

environments have changed — possibly forever.
SCMP Graphics
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Altration systems
™} improve indoor
air quality

Well-planned urban areas
should include open green
spaces {o promote better
physical and mental health |

Balconies help with ventilation
and allow people to cannect
with their t

Cities
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| Public open spaces and
~4F  walkways help promote
physical activity
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Pablo Robles, Darren Long, Dennis Wong, Brian Wang, Adolfo Arranz

South China Morning Post (2021)

How the Coron

The caronavirus pandemic has been the biggest disrupter of air travel in aviation history, Automatic doors have been around for years, but they have been The coronavirus pandemic is also changing the way we work. Many hospitals have struggled because of shortages of protective gear, Homes can be i by inc ing moving
Airport operators have been rolling out enhanced security measures, new boarding protocols especially important in the pandemic, like other touchless technologies. Offices with flexible-seating arrangements have become ventilators and beds in special isolated rooms. Operators are consulting walls so that rooms can serve multiple functions such as work spaces
and technology designed to make flying safer, Scientists have been studying ways to improve the safety of ultraviolet Increasingly common as more people work from home, allowing with experts to help redesign existing medical facilities and boost the or casual living. However, this isn't always feasible in high-density
“Virtual queuing” 3D scanning Face scan terminal germicidal irradiation (UVGI) technology that can disinfect rooms. companies to consider leasing less floor space to save money. capacity of intensive care units, cities like Hong Kong, where flats are small.
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